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Dordt University, Hoekstra, ask Sioux Center for $2 million
Glory Reitz– Staff Writer
			
Dordt University’s “Planting for the Future”
capital campaign has been in the “quiet” stage
of fundraising since 2019. In the “quiet phase,”
a university rallies its strongest supporters
while its fundraisers solicit major donors for
substantial donations. Now, as the university
prepares to take the campaign public, it has
asked Sioux Center to contribute $2 million.
The campaign’s goal is $71 million, distributed
to various forms of improvement.
John Baas, Dordt’s vice president of
advancement, said the campaign is sorted into
three “buckets” of funding. The first portion
of the money will contribute to Dordt’s goal
of leading in innovative programs: building
projects, academic centers, and research
institutes. Some of these, like the recent nursing
addition and Agriculture Stewardship Center,
are already in the works or are completed.
The second bucket, used for “living in
Christian community,” will fund the new
Commons, a renovation of the B.J. Haan
auditorium, an indoor turf facility, and enhance
to existing athletic facilities.
The third bucket will go to student
scholarships, which Baas said has been a
priority for many donors. Dordt’s set the
goal for the third bucket at $10 million, and
donations have already exceeded $14 million.
“It’s fun to see the campus develop,” Baas
said. “To have people who went here in the
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past or didn’t even go here invest in [students],
I think that’s probably more foundationally
exciting to me than ‘we got another building
up.’”
On Sept. 27, Dordt asked the Sioux Center
City Council to contribute $2 million to the

Art, but in the prairie

campaign. Baas said the city has a history of
financially supporting local entities in projects
that benefit the community. He said many of
Dordt’s “Christian community” projects add to
the city.
Janna Hulstein has been capital campaign

manager for two years, coordinating the
donations. She said while Dordt is an asset
to the Sioux Center community, it also draws
support from people all over. She said even
when Dordt was uncertain about whether to
continue fundraising in the midst of a pandemic,
donors continued to come through.
“It has just been two years of just over and
over again being shocked by how generous
people are,” Hulstein said.
Baas said most donations come from
people who believe in Dordt’s mission and
vision and want to make sure it can continue
for generations. He said most donations in the
“quiet” stage come from corporate donors and
private foundations, but individual donations
will start coming in when the campaign goes
public.
Dordt University president Erik Hoekstra
said widespread individual participation is his
favorite part of a capital campaign like this one.
“The big gifts are important,” Hoekstra
said. “What gets me excited is that God calls
everybody to participate, and if it’s $25 or $100,
and that’s how you participate, great. But that
we can get everybody pulling together, that’s
what excites me the most.”
Dordt has set a fundraising goal to reach
before taking the campaign public, but they
aren’t’ ready to share that goal or too many
campaign specifics, in case the goals shift.
Cont. on page 3

Peter and the Starcatcher:
belonging and family

Elise Wennberg—Staff Writer

Zac VanderLey– Staff Writer

At 3:00 p.m. on an overcast Saturday, the
Dordt University campus community gathered
in the Dordt prairie for Arts in the Prairie: a
celebration and cultivation of nature and the
arts brought together by the theatre, visual arts,
environmental studies, and biology departments
of the university.
Lael Bervig, a junior music major, helped
organize the event by positioning musicians
throughout the 20-acre prairie. A jazz band of
seven played outside the theatre building and a
bluegrass trio plucked and fiddled in the prairie.
Those who gathered around these musicians
danced and clapped to the afternoon tunes.
The theatre department hosted a bake sale and
a face painting booth to fund patio furniture for
their Theatre Arts Center. Here, an assortment of
prairie flowers, insects, and animals covered the
faces of children and students. Nearby, others
listened to a mix of poetry. Zac VanderLey, a
senior English secondary education major, read
his “Propinquity” and played guitar..
In the Van Klaveren Prayer Garden, the arts
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department set up six easels with canvases and
encouraged passersby to incorporate their own
strokes and interpretations of the prairie to the
painting-in-progress.
And, for the prairie itself, Jeff Ploegstra,
professor of biology, distributed stickers of
the prairie’s various grasses and flowers. He
encouraged attendees to collect seeds in a small
envelope so they could plant a prairie of their
own.
Sophia Marcus, a junior environmental
science major, helped with the setup of the
event. She remembers her sister participating in
the event before attending Dordt herself.
“I’ve always thought that it was like a super
unique and fun event,” Marcus said. “I think it’s
one of the best ways to get individuals outside,
in the prairie, appreciating their environment.”
In 2005, Robert De Haan, professor of
environmental studies, led a research project on
Cont. on pg. 6

The cast of Peter and the Starcatcher
sat in the Te Paske theater in preparation
for a nighttime rehearsal. Teresa Ter Haar,
the director, and stage manager Hannah
Vanderhooft called the eleven-person cast up to
the stage and they warmed up with a clapping
game, stretching, and breathing exercises. The
auditorium filled with laughter as they played
the Starfish game, running up to another person,
jumping in the air, and screaming.
“It [the play] is just silly,” Ter Haar said.
“We all just need a little silly in our lives.”
Peter and the Starcatcher marks the first
musical the Dordt University theater department
will showcase since My Fair Lady in 2018.
Based on the book of the same title written by
Dave Parry and Ridley Pearson, Peter and the
Starcatcher comes to the stage over Defender
Days. Tickets are still available for purchase on
Dordt’s website.

The set, designed by theater professor
Laurel Koerner, features wooden docks, ladder
units, and treasure chest crates inspired by the
wooden playground. The pier posts keep the
rustic, seafarer aesthetic while the other parts
of the set “invite childlike movement from the
actors,” Koerner said.
In the second act, fishing nets with a gauzy
texture resemble clouds, sails of ships, or waves
depending on the lighting. A leafy material is
woven and draped around the docks and pier
posts, creating a sense of vegetation.
The play features a small, ensemble-based
cast, where all the actors are constantly on
stage. Many actors play multiple characters
and make use of creative props. The production
features a collection of new actors, non-theater
majors, veteran performers, and actors making
their mainstage debut.
Sommer Schaap, a junior theater major,
plays Molly Aster in what will be her first
mainstage production at Dordt University. She’s
acted in student-directed productions before:
The Haunted and Rosencrantz & Guildenstern,
though Rosencrantz & Guildenstern was never
performed live due to COVID-19.
“It develops me as a person by being able
to relate to certain characters and take on
that persona…to tell a story to the audience,”
Schaap said about theatre.
At age three, Schapp participated in high
school improv because her dad helped lead the
troupe. While she performed in the typical

Picture Credit: Robin Suing

Cont. on pg.3

News

page 2

Starcatcher cont.

Dr. Culpepper shares the story of The Book
recording its story.
“This is stuff I get excited about, just in and
of itself,” Culpepper said. “In fact, it’s a lot of
what we do in the first quarter of CORE 140.”
The library personnel and Culpepper worked
together to come up with a presentation that
could complement the nature of the traveling
exhibit. Eventually they settled on the idea of
“The Story of The Book.”
Culpepper led the seminar in a way
reminiscent of his teaching style at Dordt.
Seamlessly weaving his characteristic jokes into
the material, he shared with a smiling audience
how historical writing means progressed from
limited pictograms, Cuneiform tablets, and
Egyptian papyrus scrolls to what we have
today—physical books and an entire universe
of digital texts. Culpeper especially focused on
the three necessities of mankind when working
toward recording text: accessibility, durability,
and reproducibility.
“People have had to work to overcome
obstacles in order to communicate,” Culpepper
said. “These are products that we just take for
granted. They frame our lives every day and
going back and exploring the origin of them is
fascinating.”
After the presentation, those interested saw
the actual exhibit toward the entrance of the
library in a glass display case. The audience
observed material and artifacts, as the history
professor spent time both during and after the
presentation answering their questions. Of
course, Culpepper reflected, it makes sense that
people would be so interested in and care about
this particular part of history.
“Literacy and education are so important,”
Culpepper said. “It’s easy to forget what the

Smit to depart for a year
Connor Van Hulzen— Staff Writer
Since arriving at Dordt University from
Lynden, Washington in 2017, professor Ryan
Smit has helped rejuvenate the vocal music
program, where he oversees four choirs. As
Dordt’s enrollment has continued to increase
year after year, so has student participation in
these choirs. With well over 100 students under
his direction, Smit has impacted the Dordt
community.
This is why Smit found it difficult to break
the news to his choirs that he will no longer
work on Dordt’s campus for the 2022-23 school
year. Instead, he will pursue his doctorate of
musical arts at North Dakota State University.
After completing this degree, Smit plans to
return to Sioux Center and Dordt for the 202324 school year.
“There’s a huge part of me that would rather
stay because I truly love my work here,” Smit
said. “I feel particularly bad for those who are
juniors this year--but I remember that the same
thing happened to me with Dr. Kornelis when I
attended Dordt, and I know they will be able to
still have fun and get through it together.”
While gone, Smit will study conducting,
music literature, music history, music theory,

and take conducting lessons. This will culminate
into comprehensive exams the summer of 2023,
taking three to four days, being the final step in
achieving his doctorate.
To fill the vacancy left by professor
Smit’s departure, Dordt will hire a one-year
replacement. With some input from Smit, this
search process will deliver a choir director who
is tasked with maintaining continuity for one
year before Smit returns.
“Yeah, I’m for sure really sad to see him go,”
Isaac Rohne, a junior concert choir member
said. “Not having him here for my senior year
will make things a little different and weird, so
I’m definitely going to miss him.”
In the midst of his departure, professor Smit
reminds students he is doing something he has
always hoped to achieve, something he did not
think he would get the opportunity to do.
“When I was teaching at a high school and
raising a family, it can be hard to find time and
make that financial commitment,” Smit said. “I
had almost given up on it but when I got the
position here at Dordt, I was very excited to
have that potential.”
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world was like when we didn’t have this
availability of education and the kind of
resources that we can marshal. It’s so easy to
lose those things when you forget where they
came from and what a struggle it was to get
where we are.”
The exhibit, paired with Culpepper’s
presentation, further emphasized that every
form of communication has had its advantages
and disadvantages, continuing to develop into
different forms over time. While digital media
today certainly has massive ease of use and

accessibility, one cannot dismiss the necessity
of each step it took to get there--whether in the
form of an ancient clay tablet or a book bound
in wood.
Culpepper encourages Dordt students and
community members to visit the traveling
exhibit before it moves to its next temporary
home on Oct. 10.
“No matter what field you’re in, be it
something in the humanities, in engineering, the
sciences, or nursing,” Culpepper said. “There’s
something that connects with your vocation.”

Emma Bennett—Staff Writer
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. . . kindergarten productions of Goldilocks
and the Three Bears, in fifth grade her local
high school needed a young Mowgli for The
Jungle Book. Schaap accepted the role. Once
she reached high school, she said she “did
everything with theater.”

“I keep
rediscovering
things that are
funny, and I laugh
about it.”
-Sommer Schaap

“I have a hard time keeping a straight face,”
Schaap said about her time onstage. “I keep
rediscovering things that are funny, and I laugh
about it.”
Peter and the Starcatcher is similar to
Disney’s Peter Pan, but the show contains
slightly different characters with more
advanced content and humor. Hans Dykstra, a
senior engineering major plays Lord Leonard
Aster, Molly’s father. Dykstra’s theatre roots
run deep. His father attended Dordt because of
its Christian theatre department. And, although
Dykstra’s mom didn’t attend Dordt, she
minored in theater and met Dykstra’s father in a
four-person production
“I’m here because of theater,” Dykstra said.
In a particular scene, Schaap trust falls off
the ship’s deck into the waiting arms of her
castmates. They carry her around, simulating
the act of flying, until they reach the other dock,
which they guide her up onto.
“[Peter and the Starcatcher] challenges us
to consider that family can be more than the
group of individuals that you are born into,” Ter
Haar said.
At the end of the three-hour rehearsal
period, Schaap recites this line: “And may we
go on and on, dear nanna, as long children are
young and innocent, (and rude and juvenile and
heartless), past all the jostles of life till’ we fly
back home.”
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Though COVID-19 caused the cancellation
of numerous on-campus events over the past
two years, Dordt University’s wind symphony
has played on. This semester, Onsby Rose,
conductor of the wind symphony, released an
album containing some of his musicians’ best
work: Music with Friends.
The album, originally intended to release
last spring, was inevitably delayed due to the
pandemic. Its recording took place in the B.J.
Haan this March after eight weeks of rehearsal
time. The recording sessions sometimes lasted
from 8:00 a.m. to well after midnight. The
music’s sections were played at least three
times to ensure perfection, and then analyzed
and mixed over the summer by Rose and one of
the nation’s best classical wind band recording
engineers.
“Of the raw recording, we probably have
somewhere in the neighborhood of 80 hours of
music,” Rose said about the 55-minute album.
“[The process] was long, grueling, but fun.”
The tracks from Music with Friends are not
confined to a specific genre, but are all modern.
They are described in the album’s pamphlet as
“bearing an overall upbeat and hopeful message
to the listener.” The composers on the album
are all connected to Dordt in some way through
academia or friendship, earning the album its
name.
When asked to describe the type of music
present, Rose summed it up in one word:
contemporary.
“Everything on the album is very tonal,
harmonic and enjoyable to listen to.” Rose said.
“It just happens to be new music,”
The album’s cover art was designed by
Devyn Driesen, a senior digital marketing
major. She created “like 20 drafts” before

finding a suitable piece.
“When I gave it to the [print company], they
were convinced that a faculty member did it.”
Rose said. “She did an exceptional job with the
piece.”
In addition to releasing an album, the
wind symphony entered the American Prize
Competition for the Performing Arts over
the summer and placed second in University
Wind Band division. The judgment process
spanned the course of a few months, where each
contestant submitted a minimum of 20 minutes
of music to a peer review group.
“I found out an hour and a half before
rehearsal about two or three weeks ago,” Rose
said, “It was so hard to keep it under wraps until
I got to rehearsal.”
The wind symphony’s placement enables
the group to place the American Prize seal on
concert programs for the year. This boosts the
repertoire of the band and also the pride and
motivation of its members.
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Dordt asks Sioux Center for
$2 million cont.

F.L.A.M.E.’s 55th open in
mornings

cont. from pg. 1

Hannah Vanderhooft—Staff Writer
It’s an early Thursday morning as students
walk through the campus green to their classes.
Some deviate from the main sidewalk to stop
by 55th Avenue, the coffee shop located in the
lobby of Kuyper Apartments and managed by
the Future Leaders and Missional Entrepreneurs
club (F.L.A.M.E.). The coffee shop is now
open Mon. though Thurs. mornings from 7:3011:00 a.m. With the change in open hours,
the club hopes to attract the morning traffic
from Covenant Hall, Southview, and Kuyper
Apartments.
Isaac Rohne, a junior business major and
the managerial president of FLAME, said, “We
were pushing for more membership in the club
this year, because then we could staff more
hours in the shops to hopefully bring in more
sales.”
The sales from the coffee shops help fund
trips for the students involved in FLAME. The
club seeks to give students real life business
experience through these trips.
“It’s been a slow start, but I’m hoping the
colder weather will bring in more people in
the morning,” Rohne said. “There will be a lot
more students coming through here and I think
a warm drink will be a good incentive to stop
through Kuyper.”
In the winter months, it’s not uncommon for
students on the east end of campus to “building
hop” on their way to classes as they attempt
to escape the subzero temperatures for a few
seconds. 55th lies in the middle of that route—
in the perfect spot to stop and warm up.
At 55th, students use Defender Dollars to
purchase items. The club has seen a decrease
in total sales since the campus bookstore
began accepting Defender Dollars at the end of
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Music with friends

cont. from pg. 1

Sydney Brummel—Staff Writer
The Sioux Center Public Library remained
quiet with few visitors on the evening of
Thursday, Sept. 30. With the sky dark and a
thunderstorm raining down on the town, most
people chose to remain at home. However,
a handful of individuals interested in books,
history, or both walked into the library’s
conference room. There, they attended a brief
presentation about the long, complex history
of The Book, given by Dordt University’s own
history professor, Dr. Scott Culpepper.
The library contacted Culpepper last July
about a traveling exhibit, “The Traveling
History of The Book,” featuring a collection of
artifact replicas that would visit Sioux Center
in September. The exhibit belongs to the Iowa
Center for The Book, an organization based in
Des Moines.
“What the [Iowa Center for The Book] does
is research into the distribution of written
materials,” Culpepper said. “They advocate for
literacy.”
The organization also puts on programs at
college campuses and libraries, as well as sends
speakers throughout the state to speak on topics
related to literacy.
Prior to COVID-19, this exhibit travelled
throughout the state. Though its journey
temporarily stopped in lieu of the pandemic,
it recently resumed its teaching. Due to Sioux
County’s smaller population, the exhibit resided
safely in Sioux Center for a time.
Each item in the exhibit serves as an example
of writing mediums throughout history.
Ranging from an imitation of the Rosetta
Stone to miniature 19th-century story books,
the collection gives its audience an intriguing
glimpse into how far humanity has gone in

News

semesters a few years ago.
“A big question was how we could revive
this place and make it into a hangout spot,”
Rohne said. “We’re hoping to have more events
and make it into more of a communal space
rather than an intimidating space where seniors
do homework.”
Prior to COVID-19, 55th regularly held
events on the weekends: including open mics,
stand-up comedy, and trivia. These events
brought in a significant amount of revenue for
the club. The club is in the process of planning
weekend events in the next few weeks to draw
in more students.
FLAME wants to give students a chance to
get plugged in. The coffee shops on campus
are a way that students across majors can
work together and learn basic business skills,
communication, and be involved in their
campus community.
“I’m hoping that we can continue to keep
55th open in the mornings in the coming
semesters to keep up student involvement,”
Rohne said.
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...Baas said he expects to reach that benchmark
and go public with the campaign by early 2022.
He estimates the university will reach their
“Planting for the Future” goal in 2023.
This campaign is the largest Dordt has
endeavored, with the $71 million goal. The
last campaign ended in 2010 after raising $50

million.
Hoekstra said this campaign is aimed at
the future: building new things, preparing
scholarships for students, and filling Dordt’s
endowment are all in hopes of maintaining the
university’s quality “until Christ returns.”

Defender Forever: A new way to stay connected
Lauren Hoekstra—Staff Writer
Upon Dordt University’s founding in 1955,
then President B.J. Haan asked the residents of
Sioux Center if they could commit to giving
$25 every year for the university’s “rainy day
fund.” To this day, Dordt still receives checks
for $25 in little envelopes marked from “Special
Subscribers.” Some of these people give tens
of thousands of dollars a year now, but they
still make the specific donation for the Special
Subscribers.
In testament to both consistent investing
and compound interest, the Special Subscribers
fund sits at just over $10 million as of June 30,
2021. Dordt has used just over $1 million of the
funds over the past seven years or so.
“The concept is that we have it as a ‘rainy
day fund’ and keep growing it over the course
of the years,” Stephanie Baccam, vice president
for finance and risk management, said. “But
we’ll spend a bit of it when we need to do so for
unanticipated or one-time expenses.”
Funds have been used for remodeling
and upgrading the Commons, replacing and
upgrading the audio system in the B.J. Haan,
revamping the Dordt website, purchasing
strategic real estate adjacent to the current
campus, and funding signage and other
expenses related to moving from Dordt College

to Dordt University.
The Special Subscribers program had
“marketing juice,” as John Baas, the vice
president for advancement called it, but it has
aged out of the public eye.
Thus, the marketing and advancement
departments began working together to find
a way in which Dordt can appeal to the 25
to 45-year-old demographic. Out of many
meetings and discussions, the Defender Forever
program was born.
The purpose of the program is to model
the original program of Special Subscribers in
the aspect of it being unrestricted, but more
relevant to recent graduates.
“As it grows, if there’s a special need where
the income from it or proceeds of it could be
directed towards a special need,” Baas said.
“That’s where it’s going to go.”
By making a $100 gift online, anyone
will automatically be enrolled into being a
Defender Forever. New donators will receive
a welcome box with exclusive merchandise,
not found anywhere else (not even the Dordt
Bookstore). Each year, with the recurring gift
of $100, program membership will be renewed,
including a new source of quarterly Dordt news,
greatest hits, and more, which will be revealed

as time progresses.
After the soft launch of the program last
year, Defender Forever was publicly launched
mid-September. In the first 24 hours, 30 people
signed up and committed to donating to Dordt.
“I’d love to see [Defender Forever] be
something that everybody knows about,” Baas
said. “When you go to a Dordt alumni event in
whatever community you live in, people are
going to be wearing their Defender Forever
baseball cap or whatever. It’s kind of fun to
wonder what it’s going to be.”
The logo of the Defender Forever program
was primarily designed by Jamin Ver Velde,
Dordt’s creative director.
“The style mirrors the Dordt University
logo design with the double lines and the
combination of partial circles and straight
vectors,” Ver Velde said. “The letters ‘D’ and
‘F’ are built into the icon which imitates the
infinity sign.”
By the end of the academic year, Baas
hopes to have 300 members who commit to the
Defender Forever program, reflecting the initial
enthusiasm held by the Special Subscribers.
“I love our Special Subscribers,” Baas
said. “To think about what faithful giving of
$25 a year can do, to get those checks in from

those people, we don’t have events for them or
anything. They bought in at the beginning and
they’re still in and still proud to support it.”
Jordan Harmelink, digital content strategist,
is excited to see how Dordt’s Defender Nation
will get behind an initiative like Defender
Forever.
“It’s a fresh, new way to give to Dordt,”
Harmelink said. “And it gives alumni and
friends of Dordt a unique way to both stay
connected and support future Defenders.”
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Dear Evan Hansen and
mental health

Dear Evan Hansen...
Hannah Vanderhooft—Staff Write		

The bike bandwagon

Opinion

Album review: Montero
by Lil Nas X

Georgia Lodewyk— Staff Writer

Corina Beimers—Staff Writer

Dear Evan Hansen,
I was so excited for you. I was introduced to
your soundtrack during my senior year of high
school. When I found out your musical was
being adapted to the screen, I couldn’t wait to
finally see your story come to life. The theatre
kid in me burst at the seams, but I left you
disappointed.
You made me physically cringe—mostly due
to the casting of Ben Platt, the 27-year-old who
played the main character, Evan, in the Original
Broadway Musical back in 2015. While it made
sense to some, I felt uncomfortable watching
Platt trying to sell the character of a seventeenyear-old high school student by attempting to
cover up the ten-year age gap with a bad perm
and a heavy layer of foundation.
But I have another bone to pick with
Platt: his acting from the stage to the camera
didn’t change. Acting in a theatre with a live
audience requires over-dramatized movements
and facial expressions. Acting for the camera
requires more subtle and realistic decisions.
The actor needed to communicate realistic
human behavior, but Platt didn’t do that. His
facial expressions in several different crying
scenes were reminiscent of a high school boy
discovering his emotions on stage for the first
time.
I’ll give it to Platt: his vocals are incredible,
and his falsetto is soothing, but the intimacy
of the camera doesn’t compare to the nuance
the stage brings, and it brought forth the
problematic plotline.
The original Broadway musical sold itself
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as a space for open conversations about mental
health and suicide, won Tony Awards, and
gained a significant amount of attention from
people outside of the theatre world. However,
the more I think about the storyline, the more it
feels like a celebration of a sociopathic liar.
The film manipulates the audience into
celebrating Evan and the web of lies he weaves
throughout the entire movie. As viewers, it feels
okay that Evan is lying about being friends with
Connor, his classmate who commits suicide.
We celebrate when Evan starts dating Connor’s
sister, and we get mad at Evan’s mom when she
begins to realize what Evan has done and tries
to call him out on it.
Once the truth is revealed at the end, Evan
faces next to no consequences for his actions.
We are meant to feel good for Evan because
he faced fears and had a girlfriend for a little
while and spread awareness about suicide in
an abstract way, but that’s not how I felt while
watching this. It felt like the film was saying
that it was okay to lie if it benefits us, even if it
hurts other people.
I was confused, feeling like I had emotional
whiplash from the 137-minute rollercoaster I
was just brought on.
So, Dear Evan Hansen, you were the worst.
From poor editing, to casting a 27-year-old as a
teenager, to having a problematic plotline, I’m
pushing you to the back of my mind.
I will have no requiem for you today.
Sincerely,
Hannah

Why do I sound like that when I talk? I just
laughed too loud. Why am I so scared to talk
to someone? I can’t even stand here without
looking awkward. I hope nobody talks to me. I
hope someone talks to me. Why am I sweating?
Why did I say that? There are too many people
here. Why can’t I be normal? Why can’t I be
normal? Why can’t I be normal?
In 2015, Dear Evan Hansen premiered
on Broadway. In 2021, the hit musical made
its way to the big screens. Though its story
is fictional, it isn’t without value. Dear Evan
Hansen focuses on the musical’s namesake:
Evan Hansen, a high school student who
mistakenly involves himself with a family in
grief from their son taking his own life. The
narrative also shows Evan battling anxiety and
depression too. Regardless of what you, your
friend, or your favorite critics think about this
movie, its message resonates for all.
In America, an estimated 15 million people
live with social anxiety on some level. That is,
they experience extreme fear or anxiety in social
settings. Of these people, a large majority first
experience these effects during their childhood
or teenage years. There’s no exact explanation
as to what causes social anxiety, but inherited
traits, brain structure, and environmental
situations are proven to result in different levels
of the disorder. The condition also leads to
emotional and behavioral symptoms, including
avoidance of situations and people, as well
as physical symptoms such as sweating or
trembling.
Though the stigma surrounding mental
health has deteriorated over the years, the morefrequently-had conversations about mental
illness don’t always result in understanding and
those with anxiety or depression don’t always
share.
Truthfully, we all carry burdens. Whether the
burden be light or heavy, how would our daily
interactions change if we approached others
with a recognition that they shoulder something
we don’t understand?
Dear Evan Hansen shows this. It shows
that anxiety disorders can affect all kinds of
people: the presumed outsider or the high

school valedictorian. It shows how a failure to
communicate and understand is detrimental to
physical and emotional health.
So, how can you help those around you?
Have patience. Anxiety is not a rational
disorder. It requires understanding and kindness.
Though showing frustration is easy, it is the
exact opposite of what someone experiencing
anxiety needs.
Help reframe their thoughts. Social anxiety
often skews one’s perception of a situation. You
can help them see a different perspective by
asking the right questions.
Avoid avoidance. Overcoming anxiety
includes facing the situations that trigger
anxiety. This doesn’t mean pressuring people or
forcing them to jump in the deep end, but it calls
for simple encouragement.
Use distraction techniques. During times
of bad anxiety, going for a walk, playing a
game, or talking about something unrelated and
lighthearted can help calm the brain down.
Smiles and laughter. One of the best things
we can do for someone is make them smile
or laugh, bringing joy to a situation that may
have felt like it was consumed by distress and
anxiety. The endorphins that are released when
smiling don’t only make a person happy, but
also lower stress levels.
Dear Evan Hansen says that we are not
alone. Evan Hansen got caught up in a lie, but it
ended up resulting in so much truth. He learned
how to speak truth into people, truths that
we often don’t know how to tell ourselves. A
struggle with anxiety or depression can be like
an injury—a scratch on the brain or a chemical
imbalance that takes time to heal—and, like any
injury, trying to heal alone is a whole lot harder.
We are not called to wake up and be a certain
person any day. That’s not who Jesus called us
to be. He just wants us to keep running towards
him, even if it feels like we’re walking up the
steepest mountain. Even if it feels like we’re
falling flat on our faces over and over again.
“Dear Evan Hansen, today is going to be a
good day and here’s why: because today, at least
you’re you and that’s enough.”

Super Fascia: A glimpse into the human mind
Isabel Pheifer—Staff Writer
At David Platter’s solo art exhibition, a
postcard describing the meaning of his exhibit
read as follows: “As our worlds are shaped
and informed by a myriad of sensations and
intuitions, illustrative distortions and tricks of
the image maker are laid bare, undisguised and
offered just as they are.”
The show, titled Super Fascia, is a
culmination of a decade’s worth of the assistant
professor of art’s work. At the exhibit, nine wall
hangings, one wall-hanging sculpture, and five
sculptural works filled the Te Paske gallery in
Orange City. One of the pieces featured in the
exhibition was Platter’s thesis in his final year of
graduate school in 2011, originally sparking his
fascination with the human mind, using art to
capture how one perceives reality. After creating
this piece, it became Platter’s inspiration for the
rest of the exhibition. The whole body of work
revolves around the idea of the self as being
either unique or collective. Walking through
the gallery, the viewer wrestles with the idea of
whether what is known is superficial or real.
When first approaching the Korver Visual
Arts Center, one is immediately greeted by a
large, stainless-steel head. The piece is entitled
Myself and Other. The mesmerizing and perhaps
hypnotizing part of this piece is the reflective
surface. The reflection distorts the surrounding
world, so the viewer contrasts what they truly
see of themselves in comparison to what others
say should be seen.
“The way we see ourselves has so much
to do with our conditioning and the way we
engage with other people,” Platter said. “We
know one another because we have the same
sort of features and the same assumptions about
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the world. You are seeing the reflection, but it is
warped by the surface of the other.”
In the title of the show, “Super” is a play on
the word superficial; Platter wants the audience
to contemplate what is real and superficial
when walking through his show. “Fascia” is a
medical term, as well as an architectural term,
and Platter encompasses both in his definition.

Fascia, in medical terms, refers to a thin casing
of connective tissue, holding organs in place,
related to one another. In architectural terms,
it is a continuous molding that is parallel to
the surface that it holds up, forming the outer
surface visible to the observer.
“This title, and the whole exhibit, allows
us to have a conversation about what is really,

about the experiences we have,” Platter said.
“Are they superficial or are they real?”
This question is meant to tug the observer.
The longer one looks at each piece, the more
difficult it becomes to decipher between what is
seen and what the mind says one is seeing. The
images act as illusions, forcing the brain to fill
in the gaps of what is not actually there. Each of
the nine framed pieces feature a combination of
bright colors and pixelated figures, entangling
the observer in a puzzle of trying to identify the
different faces staring back.
The pieces Charting the Self and Chasing
Countenance are two of Platter’s favorites
in the exhibition. Charting the Self is a huge,
hollow head that hangs upside down, in which
Platter spent nearly twelve hours inside during
the creation process. His wife and other helpers
handed him materials in order to cast the mold
and wait for it to cure before he could climb out.
“While inside, I grew a feeling of isolation
and loneliness,” Platter said. “Climbing out was
like emerging from that loneliness, it was really
special.”
Chasing Countenance is a sculptural piece
that hangs on a wall. It plays with sensory
illusions and challenges the observer’s
expectation of the world around them. Moving
through the space, the sculpture illudes to
follow the observer, even though it is not real.
“We are so fixed in our experience of this
world that our sensory experiences are all
we have,” Platter said. “If we dismiss the
superficial, then I think we are dismissing
what it means to be alive—what it means to be
human.”
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Anna de Oliveira —Staff Writer

The average car emits 25 pounds of carbon
dioxide per gallon of gas and takes up one
parking space (or two, if you are bad at parking).
You know what does not waste gas or take
up space? A bike.
It is efficient. It is timeless. It is a resource
colleges around the world are tapping into. In
the past few years, colleges have partnered
with local bike shops for discounts and
offered incentives to bike-using students. The
University of New England and Ripon College
in Wisconsin even offer a free bicycle to anyone
who does not bring a car to campus.
The most common way to utilize bikes on
university campuses are through bike share
systems, according to Alta transportation
medium. Keene State College’s “Green Bikes”
program uses a library-style system to check out
bikes. Other universities, such as Washington
State, use bike kiosk stations to check bikes in
and out. Bike shares around the nation, in cities
and in universities alike, have proven costeffective and a worthwhile investment.
And it is something we really need to bring
to Dordt University. Here is why.
Sioux Center has the perfect demographic
for bike users. Students from far away are less
likely to have cars, and people with cars want
to save gas money. Many of the able-bodied
young adults at Dordt would probably rather
ride a bicycle than a car. It would save students
time trying to find a spot in Little Italy or Siberia
every time there’s a run to Fareway for groceries
or the Fruited Plain for a coffee. Replace some
of those cars with bikes, and students have a
quicker alternative to get around.
Imagine
the
community-building
opportunities bikes could create. It provides
students with a new option to explore more of
what Sioux Center has to offer. Friends can bike
together to parks, churches, and local businesses.
Bikes could serve an on-campus purpose as well
as off-campus, engaging the Dordt student body
engaged with the Sioux Center community. It
is a new activity to bring people together on a
warm Saturday afternoon or after a long day of
classes. While nothing can replace a nice walk
around the prairie, imagine the spike in student
engagements with a new and improved Dordt
walk: The “Dordt Bike”. I think the name has a
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nice ring to it.
It is also impossible to ignore the health
benefits of bike riding. For years, doctors and
cycle enthusiasts have praised the low-impact
workout bike riding provides. Bicycling
reduces chances for strokes, heart attacks,
obesity, and cardiovascular disease, according
to the University of Nevada Reno. But, I think
one of the most important benefits of bike
riding is its impact on mental health. A bike
ride is a pathwar to the stillness of nature.
It’s about getting away from a bogged-down,
busy lifestyle and allowing students to live in
the present. Both being outside and exercising
have health benefits that can reduce depression,
anxiety and lead to an improved well-being.
Could a bike rental system be possible
on a campus like Dordt? Health and human
performance professor, Craig Stiemsma, thinks
it could be a very real possibility with great
cardiovascular benefits and benefits to being
outdoors.
“This would be a tremendous thing! We
could have two open sessions, all fall semester,
and then spring break through graduation,”
Stiemsma said. “We could have 6 or 7 bays with
10-12 lock and unlock mechanisms. You could
unlock it with your Dordt ID. That would also
allow us to track lost or stolen bikes and charge
students only if they don’t bring the bike back.”
Stiemsma also sees this as an opportunity to
create new work-studies to oversee the process,
and possibly sponsorships to help pay for the
bikes.
If Dordt organized their own bike-share
system, it could be monitored securely,
providing students a safer way to get around
campus and to activities faster. So many
students—from student teachers to agriculture
majors to nursing students with clinicals—
could utilize bikes within their field of study.
Though Dordt University is small compared to
The University of New England or Washington
State, maybe it is about time we utilized the
benefits of bike riding and start thinking about
what opportunities this new addition to our
campus would create.

The op-ed is dead
Jaclyn Vander Waal—Story Coach
The op-ed is dead.
I mean, think about it. Isn’t the point of
publishing an op-ed to exchange ideas with
those who don’t always see eye-to-eye with
you? We don’t do that anymore.
My peers labeled me as the shy kid in school,
but that wasn’t quite the truth. In reality, I
adored having conversations with people. Long
conversions with random people are one of
my favorite hobbies. And yet, when it came to
middle and high school, words rarely left my
mouth in social situations.
It took me the longest time to realize why that
was, but now I’m starting to understand. Today,
society revolves around simple conversations—
small talk. Now, I’m not saying that small talk
is bad. It can be good, when the time is right.
The problem is small talk is the only kind of
talk we know how to have anymore. Because if
it isn’t small talk, it’s angry talk.
If this seems to you like an overstatement, go

ahead and log on to your Facebook. Find a post
that involves more than a simple life update,
something that you might consider to be more
than just small talk.
Now, look at the comments. Look at the kind
of things that people have to say back to any
post that is more than small talk. It doesn’t
matter what it is. It could be a post about the
latest political update, a link to an article about
abortion, a shared video about the new music
the church down the road is excited to worship
with—anything that should begin a longer,
more in-depth conversation. But there is no
conversation. There are only angry comments.
So much is going on in the world right now,
and most of it is dividing us, tearing us apart
from each other. Voting Democrat makes you
a baby killer. Voting Republican makes you a
racist. And that isn’t the only thing that people
are caught up on. We choose who can be in our

In 2019, when pop star Lil Nas X released
“Old Town Road” and the remixes that
followed, he took the world by storm. The
melodic harmony became universal. In the
Tik Tok era, endless music videos and memes
accompanied the song on social meida. Since
the song’s chart-topping popularity, Lil Nas
X has remained in the limelight due to a
continuous stream of singles, but also in part
from advocacy for the LGBT community.
Some of his listeners were taken aback
when the artist dropped the music video for his
popular single “Montero,” where Lil Nas X was
pictured dancing on the devil’s lap.
Some were angry about Lil Nas X’s
broadcasting of his sexual orientation and
others believed he had used the opportunity to
praise the devil. However, the artist explained
in a series of tweets that his video forced the
world to consider their homophobic tendencies.
Regardless, the music video turned heads
and Lil Nas X used the opportunity to create
buzz for his new album of the same name. He
announced the album by posting a photo of
himself that had been edited to make it look as
if he were pregnant.
Montero debuted on Sept. 17, 2021. The
album is comprised of 15 songs, including
featured artists like Jack Harlow, Elton Johan,

Doja Cat, Megan Thee Stallion, and Miley
Cyrus. A chunk of the album consists of singles
that had previously dropped the year before the
release of the album. A number of new songs
also share a very similar sound to old-school
hip-hop.
The second half is comprised of more
complex songs, talking about the artist’s
history. It is in these songs that Lil Nas X is
exposed, sharing how he feels about his past.
Many songs showcase the softer side of the
artist, while telling of past traumas and their
impact in his life.
At the end of the day, I do not think that this
album will be well remembered, just because
usually artists’ first albums are not their best.
However, I will say that Lil Nas X has a lot of
potential. He has a lot of variety in his voice
and his artistic expression, and so it will be a
good thing to see how it develops in the future.
But for now, this album seems very scattered
and not well thought out.
Regardless of my review, you guys need to
go listen to the album yourselves and create
your own opinion. I do believe that there are
some amazing aspects to the album, especially
with the popular featured artists. Ultimately,
however, it is not my favorite.
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lives based on if people get a vaccination or not,
or if people believe in Critical Race Theory or
not. Does that guy down the street know that
artificial intelligence isn’t moral? Does that
cousin you only see at Thanksgiving dinner
once a year know that climate change is reality?
Knowing this, it almost makes sense that
we have reverted to small talk. Anything more
than small talk ends with anger and resentment
anyway, right?
It doesn’t have to.
Just because the people around you do not
know how to open a civil conversation without
arguing and name-calling does not mean that
you should follow along. One person in a single
conversation is all it takes to make that change.
The next time someone makes a comment in the
breakroom that you don’t quite agree with, try
asking them to explain themselves further. Or,
the next time your crazy uncle says something
so politically incorrect that it takes everything
in your power not to let your jaw hit the floor,
listen to his reasons instead of walking away in
disbelief.
I am aware that newspapers are still publishing
stories that fall under the op-eds category;
I’m even writing one now. My point isn’t that
people no longer have opinions to share with
the world. My point is that people no longer
desire to have an open mind and have civil
discussions with those who disagree with them.
We are constantly on the defensive and only
want to engage in conversations where people
repeat back to us our same views. And if no one
agrees with our same views, we revert to small
talk.
But this is misguided.
We close the door to the world when we do
not attempt to understand the people around
us. Those people we disagree with have a
reason that they believe the way they do. Their
experiences, their past knowledge, their life

story guides them to see the world in a different
way. And there’s value in learning those reasons.

“We close the
door to the world
when we do
not attempt to
understand the
people around us.”
-Jaclyn Vander Waal

As the shy kid in high school, hearing my
voice on discussion days always came as a
shock to the people around me, but those class
periods were the ones I looked forward to the
most. I loved those discussions because I was
so fascinated by hearing my peers challenge
one another. It forced me to think about my
own opinion and decide if I really had the
right viewpoint. Playing the devil’s advocate
or listening to someone else play this role
strengthened every opinion in the room. Some
became firmer in their decision. Some changed
completely. Some shifted only a little. But at
least we had a better understanding of where we
stood in the world.
Op-eds don’t have to divide us. They can
challenge us and make us uncomfortable in
the best way possible—but only if we choose
to read and write stories that engage with the
people on the other side.
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Arts on the prairie cont.
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. . . the prairie. Dordt purchased the land in
2002. He put together a plan to restore some of
Sioux Center’s natural plant and wildlife.
The prairie came to life in 2008 when
De Haan planted a mix of over 80 species of
wildflowers and grasses. Some of these plants
include Grey-headed Coneflowers (ratibida
pinnata), White Wild Indigo (baptisia alba),
Common Milkweed (asclepias syriaca),
Smooth Blue Aster (aster laevis), Maximillian
Sunflowers (helianthus maximilani), and
New England Aster (symphyotruchum
novaeangliae).
In addition to plant life, a variety of insects
have also made the prairie their home. Though
some are large, including the two-inch female
cicada killer, most are not dangerous to humans.
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Some of the insects include monarch butterflies
(danaus plexippus), white-lined sphinx moths
(hyles lineata), goldenrod soldier beetles

Vero’s taco truck delivers
with family-cooked meals
Sydney Brummel—Staff Writer

There’s a brand new, bright yellow addition
to Sioux Center’s North Main Avenue. Located
in front of the Napa Auto Parts store right off
the highway, Sioux Center’s newest food truck
is garnering positive reviews and spurring the
community’s appetite for local, family-made
Mexican cuisine.
On July 7, 2021, Dennis Hernandez of Spirit
Lake, Iowa started his new food business, Vero’s
Mexican Bites, in a small truck purchased from
Kansas City. Embellished with painted red
peppers and emitting the mouthwatering scent
of cooked meat and spices, the vehicle is hard
to miss.
“Initially it was yellow. I figured yellow is
kind of a really bright color—it stands out a
lot more than any other,” Hernandez said. “My
mom’s favorite color is yellow, so I figured it
would work with the truck.”
Hernandez graduated with a business
administration degree from Northwest Iowa
Community College. With a knack for business
management, he also runs another business
in Omaha, Nebraska: a cleaning service for
commercial buildings and other companies
such as Lowe’s, Best Buy, and Microsoft.
“I’ve just been somebody who wants to get
into every field,” Hernandez said.
Hernandez’s idea for the food truck came to
him after several trips to California.
“When I’m out there [in California], we
normally go to different food trucks because
their food just seems to be better for some
reason,” Hernandez said, “It looked like a really
good business model to me, so I figured, maybe
I’ll try something like that in Iowa.”
Inside the truck, Hernandez is joined by
his sister, brother, stepfather, and mother, all
from Sioux Center. While he and his siblings
typically manage customers’ orders and the
cash register, his parents cook the meals. His
mother, Veronica, serves as the head cook and
is the namesake of the business: Vero’s.
Veronica puts together the delicious meals
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(chauliognathus pensylvanicus), snowberry
clearwings (hemaris diffinis), and various
milkweed beetles.
At Arts in the Prairie, some of these bugs
were displayed for people to learn about and
bug nets were available for those who wanted
to try their hand at bug catching.
For the past 13 years, the prairie has
functioned as a space for natural science
students to engage with a Midwestern habitat.
Humanities majors have also used the prairie as
a source of artistic inspiration.
“It’s a space for people to come and enjoy the
arts alongside nature and explore together the
beauty of a cultivated and beautiful creation,”
Bervig said. “Whether that’s the cultivation of
the earth or talents and manmade images used
to glorify God.”

Lexi Schnaser—Staff Writer
A note from the editors: This interview is the
first installment of a longform podcast series by
The Diamond. These interviews, available both
in print and audio form, will discuss current,
particularly controversial cultural topics
through the expertise and Christian perspective
of Dordt students and staff.
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When the historical tribute
becomes history
Katie Ribbens— Staff Writer

with previous years of experience.
“My mom did have a restaurant, in 2013 or
2014, that was here in town,” Hernandez said,
“It just got to the point where they were raising
utility prices a lot…it just wasn’t worth us
running it.”
Hernandez and his family have since found
that running a food truck has the benefit of
much lower maintenance costs and expenses.
When the day is over, they clean up the truck
and drive it back home for the night.
Vero’s currently serves a variety of Mexican
foods, including burritos, quesadillas, flautas,
and guajolotes. All of the ingredients for the
meals—tortillas, meats, and produce—are
purchased from Sam’s Club and other vendors
in Sioux City and Sioux Falls. Once the family
unpackages the ingredients, all of the cooking
for Vero’s occurs inside the truck.
Hernandez is pleased with how his food truck
business has progressed over the past couple
of months. He has been impressed with how
fast word of mouth has traveled for Vero’s and
hopes to expand the business in the future.
“The thing that I’m most proud of is
that people really enjoy my mom’s food,”
Hernandez said. “Everybody comes back with
good compliments being said about really good
food and really good pricing.”
Hernandez personally recommends his
mother’s quesabirrias. Especially in this area,
it is rare to find a Mexican restaurant selling
them, as the process to make quesabirrias takes
about 10-11 hours of cooking and preparation.
“The quesabirrias are our number one seller,”
Hernandez said.
Vero’s Mexican Bites is open from 11 a.m. to
9 p.m., Monday through Saturday. The family
tentatively plans on remaining open year-round.
“Shop local, try different things from different
restaurants, “Hernandez said, “and keep
growing as a community.”
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I once walked Dordt University’s campus and
existed in my little sphere without thought to
what lay on the other side of the street. And
now, the little gem just down the road from
Dordt, is losing its chance of discovery.
The Heritage Village in Sioux Center recently
celebrated its final annual Heritage Festival.
The festival drew members of all generations
from the community. The village used it as
an opportunity to engage school children and
feature agricultural activities specific to Sioux
Center.
The quaint historical site began in 1990 and
has grown ever since. It now boasts many
salvaged historical buildings, some of which
stand as reminders from 1886. Their apple and
pear trees are weighed down by the delicious
fruit that the village graciously shares with the
community at their festival each year. It also
features a garden and a tree walk. There are
over 70 varieties of trees, many of which were
donated in memory of a lost loved one.
Now, the buildings, trees, and other mementos
from years past are in jeopardy. Following a
heated debate in March 2021, the city of Sioux
Center requested the village move to a new
location in Towers Field. Tension escalated
between the village and Dordt. They felt
betrayed by us, their neighbors, since Dordt
is a substantial part of the reason the village
is getting pushed out of their abode. President
Erik Hoekstra supported the building of the
American State Bank Sport Complex, which
is to be built on the land the village currently
occupies.
The Heritage Village board members fear the
move’s impact on the survival of their buildings
and their trees. The village had difficulty
moving these buildings to their present location
and fear they will not survive another move.
Their distinct barn, for example, is held
together by pegs.
Nonetheless, the village is trying to find the
silver lining in the move. They hope to adopt
additional buildings, incorporate the trail
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system, and make use of the acreage to simulate
a farm, according to Sioux Center News.
The choice of building a new sports facility
over maintaining the city’s historical site makes
me fear our priorities. I am not anti-sports,
nor am I an obsessed history nut. I am simply
a student at Dordt that is going to miss one of
my favorite hangout places. As someone who is
not overly involved in traditional sports, it can
sometimes feel isolating in an area that boasts
of so much athletic talent.
I enjoyed having a place so close to campus
that supported some of my interests. I love
taking walks through nature or taking out my
camera to snap some photos. I enjoyed getting
to interact with the animals that appeared at the
village for their annual festival. I felt privileged
to walk in someone else’s shoes, at least for the
time it took to tour the buildings. I got to see
the city as my father and grandparents saw it
through the photographs of the old downtown
pinned in the peg barn.
Now, I know the village is not disappearing
forever. Their move to Towers Field may even
present them with new opportunities that will
support their future. The new sports dome also
has merit. However, the added distance makes
the village feel less accessible. It will take more
than just a walk across the street to access the
area. When I look around, I see many athletic
facilities within walking distance of campus.
I do not see any reminders of our history. So,
until the village is moved to its new location,
I will soak in every moment. I will enjoy
the sunsets behind the barns, reflect on the
living memorials, and enjoy seeing the colors
change. I’m glad I had the opportunity to live
in such close proximity to the village, but I am
disappointed for the sake of all the students who
come after me that may never know what used
to occupy the land beneath their new sports
complex.

Walker Cosgrove, Ph.D., is a professor
of history at Dordt University. While trained
primarily in medieval history, his interests
include Middle Eastern History. Cosgrove
teaches two classes on the topic: History of the
Muslim World and Modern Middle East.
This conversation discusses potential
responses American Christians can have
to the current conflict in Afghanistan. This
conversation has been edited for brevity and
clarity.
Can you offer the recent history of
Afghanistan to provide a context for the
conflict today?
At around 1979, the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan. At the time, US policy was to
stop the dominoes from falling. The US, to
my knowledge, was not formally involved in
Afghanistan at all. But, with a variety of allies,
including weird bedfellows like Egypt and
Israel, [the U.S] ended up sending lots of money
and lots of weapons to groups in Afghanistan to
fight against the Soviet Union.
Towards the end of the war, figures like
Osama bin Laden are participating as well.
Eventually the Soviet Union falls as an entity
and they’re pulling out of Afghanistan. So, you
have all these jihadis, many of which are Arab,
not Afghani, being sent back to their home
countries.
Then there’s about three or four years in
between where Afghanistan breaks into civil
war, and you have these various warlords trying
to control territories and the U.S. completely
pulls out.
By the early 90s, the Taliban is becoming an
entity that is slowly taking control, and, by 1996
they control most of Afghanistan. At that point,
bin Laden goes back with Al-Qaeda, and they
begin a series of terrorist attacks throughout the
globe against U.S. targets. This culminates in
9/11. We’ve been there for 20 years since. Now,
we’ve left, and the Taliban has really taken
control of most of Afghanistan.
What could Taliban rule mean for the
people of Afghanistan in the coming months
or years?
A lot of the conversations that the Taliban
is having with the outside world is “we’re
going to be different this time.” From what I
paid attention to it doesn’t look any different.
Women have been barred from teaching at the
University of Kabul, women students aren’t
allowed to be in Kabul. Jobs that women can
have are typically things like washing toilets
and whatnot. So, the policies seem to be as
repressive as they were before. There have been
some public protests by women and those have
been dealt with pretty harshly.
It seems like the Taliban right now is divided
between more moderate groups and the much

more aggressive sort of extreme groups. So
that’s the part that’s hard to tell. At some point,
the Taliban is going to have some infighting.
Whichever one of those sides comes to the top,
we’ll see policies that reflect either a much more
moderate group or a much more repressive
regime.
How do we wrestle with the role that
American foreign policy has played in
exacerbating that conflict in Afghanistan?
American culture more broadly, not just in
the church, has become a place of extremes.

"American culture
more broadly, not just
in the church, has
become a place of extremes. When you go
to the extremes, the
stories you tell tend to
lack any nuance."
When you go to the extremes, the stories you
tell tend to lack any nuance. We see that on
both sides and it’s terrible. [The Christian right]
tells the story that America was once the most
beautiful place that ever existed. [They say] any
problems we have experienced subsequently
to that is because we’ve fallen away from our
Christian roots. The world is just so much more
complicated than that.
In my opinion, the best thing Christians
ought to do is take a step back and realize that
any government is fine so far as it’s providing
peace and justice and basic services. That’s
what governments do.
And when any government, in this case the
American government, is doing things poorly
or wrongly, then it ought to be criticized. The
beautiful thing about our system, as broken as it
is, is that we’re allowed to criticize it. You can’t
do that in Afghanistan right now without bad
things happening. Christianity teaches we can’t
move forward without admitting we’re wrong.
We just have to say “We screwed up. How do we
try to move forward in a better way?” Instead,
we’re focused on power, focused on strength,
and that’s the exact opposite of the gospel.
How could we translate this posture of
humility for Christians who are interested in
policies?
The church often takes the posture of, “If
we get the right government in, it will solve the
problems.” We abdicate our own responsibility
and agency onto the government: “I don’t have
to do anything to actually be pro-life, I just need
to vote in a pro-life government.”
I think less in terms of policy and more
about the particular church. If you’re in a place,
what can you be doing to live out the gospel in
that particular place? Oklahoma is receiving the
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third most Afghan refugees behind California
and Texas. So, if you’re an Oklahoma, how do
you embrace a people whose lives have been
completely uprooted? For us here in northwest
Iowa, that’s not an issue. But we have 20 to 30
percent of our population who are immigrants.
It’s easy to focus on Afghanistan, because
that’s really far away. But how do I live here
and care for my Latino brothers and sisters?
We’re not that far from Native American
reservations, which, to be honest, are some of
the most horrific places in America. We’re not
doing anything to help them. I can blame the
government for that, but what am I doing? What
is my church doing?
How would you describe the relationship

“We’re not doing
anything to help
them. I can blame the
government for that,
but what am I doing?
What is my church
doing?”
-Walker Cosgrove
between Christianity and Islam? How can that
relationship help American Christians not see
Afghani’s as an “other”?
That’s a really challenging question. There is
Islam and then there is Christianity. The lived-in
reality [between the two] is very, very different.
If you have something like Afghanistan, you’re
going to have different tribal peoples, different
ethnic groups, different linguistic groups, etc.
The same is true with American Christians.
We [need to] keep using a posture of
humility and hospitality. I think it’s always

listening first, and it has to involve sitting in the
presence of someone. When you’re face to face
with someone, I find it really hard to demonize
them. A posture of humility, openness, and
hospitality involves a willingness to accept the
other entirely on their own terms. There’s a
human being there. I can’t change them in any
way to make them more acceptable. The gospel
tells us that Christ accepts us without changing
anything, right? He enters the house of the tax
collector; he’s touched by prostitutes. Sure,
there is the move in which you say, “Okay,
this is immoral, and we need to change.” But
the meeting is always one in which Christ is
accepting the other on their own terms. That is
really, really hard for Christians to do. I think
it’s hard for humans to do but we feel like we
have the answer, and we need to fix everybody’s
problems, when, in fact, we just need to sit in
the presence. That’s the first step.
Another really easy way to get to know
the other is through food. I take students in
one class to a Middle Eastern restaurant and
then we go to an Afghan restaurant as well.
Generally, students are very hesitant because
the food looks weird, but the minute you put it
in your mouth, it’s amazing. I think that does a
lot to disarm.
What is one thing you would want people
to know about the situation in Afghanistan, or
our response to refugees?
Most Afghans don’t want the Taliban.
They view this as a tragedy. If you just Google
search Afghan responses to the Taliban, you’ll
see Afghans all over the world mourning that
this thing is happening. This doesn’t represent
these people, even if it’s as horrific as it is, and
maybe to recognize we have a role to play in
that. There’s nothing I as an individual can do
to necessarily amend for that or change that, but
a willingness to say, “This trauma was inflicted
because of me, because of us.” I think that
could do a lot towards healing.

Welcome to America
Wendy Fan— Guest Writer
			
Hi, my name is Wendy Fan and I’m a freshman
international student from China. Since arriving
in the states, I’ve noticed a handful of things
that distinguish my culture from yours.
For clothing, I have noticed that Americans
wear little of it. They favor short pants and
sportswear too. In my English class, I am always
the girl who wears the most. You just cannot see
my body. This morning was really cold. When
I walked to the door of my residence hall, I
thought, ‘Finally, no more short pants.” Then I
opened the door and right in front of me, there’s
a person wearing short pants. When I walked
into my Bible class, everyone was dressed like
they were ready to exercise.

For food, I have found that Americans
eat “organized” foods like hamburgers and
sandwiches. A hamburger is organized because
its ingredients are clearly seen: beef, tomatoes,
lettuce, cheese. In contrast, you cannot see
what’s in dumplings because their fillings are
mixed in the wrappings. I also have found sweet
food everywhere. My first breakfast at Dordt
shocked me with a dessert feast. If I have sweet
food for breakfast at home, my grandmother
will be mad at me. I asked my friend, “Is there
anything that is not sweet?” They replied,
“Welcome to America!”
For communication, I have felt that
Americans are friendly to people they know

and are good at eye contact. At the beginning
of the semester, American students greeted me
warmly and watched me when I was talking,
but I lowered my head to avoid their eyes,
awkward, because I did not know how to
maintain eye contact.
For education, I have concluded that
American professors lead students to their own
answers instead of telling them an answer.
For dorm life, I have sensed that the
decorations of girls’ dorms are homey. There
are sofas and carpets. And on the weekend,
friends will come to the dorms. In contrast, I
use my dorm to sleep.

These five things about American culture
have impressed me.
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Golf concludes fall season,
turns toward winter training

Squid Game to be mostwatched show on Netflix
Yee Lim Shin—Staff Writer

Ella de Jong—Staff Writer
On Sept. 27 and 28, the men’s golf
team competed at the GPAC conference
championships in Elkhorn, Nebraska at the
Indian Creek Golf Course. They competed
against eleven teams, finishing seventh on the
first day and eighth on the second. The men’s
and women’s Dordt University golf teams have
been preparing for the GPAC championships
since school started back in August.
“We had been playing some solid golf and
we were ready to go out and put our team in
a good spot going into the spring season,”
Blake Harmsen, a men’s competitor at the
championships, said. “Unfortunately, we
struggled to get going and finished middle of
the pack.”
The overall team score was 310 on Monday
and 306 on Tuesday, leading to a total of 616
strokes. It was not the desired outcome the
golfers looked for, but some individual finishes
were in the top tier. The men’s golf team had
two golfers in the top twenty at the GPAC
tournament with Freddy Bullock, a junior,
finishing fourth with a score of 144 and Dutch
Farr, a freshman, finishing twentieth with a
score of 152.
Every year, the men’s and women’s team
championships are split in half. The conference
championship’s first two rounds are held in the
fall, while the last two rounds are in the spring.
“This gives me some extra fuel to add to the
fire to improve in some areas on my golf game
during the wintertime to be ready to perform in
the spring,” Harmsen says.
The women’s team is not done with their fall
season yet. On Oct. 4 and 5, they will compete
on the Bluffs Golf Course in Vermillion, South
Dakota, for the conference championship’s first
two rounds of golf.
“Our main goal is to go into tournaments and
be competitive,” Bailey Weg, a sophomore on
the women’s golf team, said. “Which we’ve
been doing a good job at as a girls’ team.”

The men had four tournaments leading up
to conference, while the women had three.
At the women’s last tournament at the Lila
Frommelt Invite in Sioux City, Iowa, they
took seventh out of eleven ahead of four teams
in their conference. The men’s and women’s
head golf coach, Jon Crane, says the girls have
been preparing for conference by focusing on
their weaknesses and practicing them through
different shots and situations.
After the women finish their conference,
Crane says both teams have a lot to look forward
to during the winter months with the new Brian
Eekhoff Golf Facility, an indoor golfing facility
in the Rec Center. The two-story building will
allow players the opportunity to work on putting
on the first floor and driving on the second.
“There’s going to be two hitting bays with
flight scope technology,” Crane said. “Which is
going to allow us to understand flight and what
the ball flight would actually be doing.”
Weg and Harmsen are both excited for the
new indoor facility. It will provide them a better
opportunity to come into the spring season with
preparation. As of now, their typical outdoor
golf practice consists of either going out to the
range and putting green to receive instruction
from their coach, or playing 18 holes to put
their practice to the test. Before a meet, each
individual will play qualifying rounds to see
who is the top five for the men and women, as
only five players from each team can compete.
Crane explains that golf is a demanding sport.
These players miss multiple classes due to
playing during the day and must be on top of
their responsibilities in order to compete.
“I’m really proud of how hard they’re working
and how much time they’ve committed to this
season,” Crane says. “Looking forward to
what’s gonna happen this winter in the indoor
facility and see how we do in the spring.”

there will be more to the story.
Squid Game is a Hunger Games meets
reality tv as contestants fight for their lives
to survive each round. The brightly lit rooms
and games played by children create a stark
contrast to the desperation and fear the players
have as each round gets harder and harder to
solve. People cheat, lie, and kill to survive.

It’s a whirlwind of
emotions that will
keep you wondering
and sitting on the
edge of your seat as
each episode unfolds
a new story.
-Yee Lim Shin
Netflix’s Squid Game has been on the rise
since its release on Sept. 17. The thriller tv
show is on its way to becoming the number
one most-watched show on Netflix. This
Korean production has blown on social media,
especially on platforms like Tik Tok. The
#Squidgame currently has over 22.8 billion
views with people creating their own Squid
Game challenges or reacting to the show. The
hype is definitely worth it.
The story, set in modern-day Seoul, Korea,
starts off with the main character, Gi-hun, a
divorcee suffering from crippling debt. One
day, Gi-hun is approached by a man who asks
him to play a game where the winner receives
a cash prize. After winning, Gi-hun gets his
money, a business card with a phone number,
and an offer. The offer is to participate in a set
of games to earn more money. He accepts.
Gi-hun, along with 455 other players,
embarks on a journey of survival as he wakes
up in an empty room with faceless guards
wearing red jumpsuits holding guns. He is told
he must play and win a set of 6 games win $40
million, a failure to do so results in elimination
and death.
Squid Game picks up halfway through the
first episode when the players realize these
dire stakes. Each episode hooks the viewer and
doesn’t let go until the end of the season. And
even then, it keeps the viewer wondering if

In some ways, Squid Game turns into a
metaphor for life, where everything seems fun
and easy until one has to pay a price and live
with the consequences of a good life. This is
especially true in the director’s commentary on
the poverty line in South Korea.
But what makes this show great are its
complex characters and their storylines. Each
character had their own story of why they are in
debt and why they joined the game: some were
fired from their jobs, others double-crossed
with no other option than to hold on to a tiny
glimmer of hope that they could walk out of the
game with enough money to have a good life.
With only nine episodes in the season, it
is a perfectly bingeable show to watch over
the weekend. And, if you haven’t already, I
would highly suggest watching Squid Game.
It’s a whirlwind of emotions that will keep you
wondering and sitting on the edge of your seat
as each episode unfolds a new story.
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